What Is the Role of Witnesses in Pennsylvania Car Accident Cases?

Get a trusted Pittsburgh car accident lawyer on your side

Witnesses bring a fresh perspective to car accident cases and offer key details that clarify what
really happened. Their testimony can confirm events leading up to your crash, support your
claim, and help assign fault when stories from involved drivers conflict.

An experienced Pittsburgh car accident lawyer at Romanow Law Group knows what it takes to
build a strong legal case. Our attorneys will leave no stone unturned when it comes to
gathering witness statements and other key pieces of evidence.

Who can be a witness in a car accident case?
There are many different types of witnesses, such as:

o Eyewitnesses: These include drivers, pedestrians, or bystanders who offer a clear,
impartial view of what happened.

e Passenger witnesses: Passengers involved in the crash can provide valuable testimony.
However, insurers may question their objectivity due to their personal connection with
the driver.

e Nearby business owners or workers: Business owners, employees, or residents near the
scene might have seen or heard the crash. Some may also provide surveillance footage
from nearby cameras.

e Expert witnesses: Car accident reconstruction specialists and medical professionals
analyze data to clarify key details, such as crash dynamics or injury impact. Their
testimony helps with understanding technical aspects and assessing damages
accurately.

e Character witnesses: Character witnesses can offer insights into a driver’s behavior or
history, such as reckless or safe driving habits. These witnesses are most relevant in
cases where credibility or intent needs to be established.

Identifying witnesses quickly is important since memories fade over time. Gathering the contact
details and brief statements of witnesses at the crash scene ensures their testimony can be
used effectively. A simple description of what they saw can provide insights to support your
claim.

How can witness testimony strengthen my claim?

Witnesses offer unbiased observations, which can reinforce your version of events. For
example, if a driver ran a red light but denies it, a witness who saw the violation can confirm
that the driver’s actions caused your crash.
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Witness testimonies can also confirm environmental factors such as weather conditions or
blocked traffic signals, which might have contributed to your collision.

Insurance companies and courts place weight on consistent witness accounts. A reliable witness
statement reduces room for dispute and can resolve your case more quickly. In cases where
both parties present conflicting narratives, witness testimony serves as a tiebreaker and
supports the most credible account of what occurred.

What challenges can arise with witness testimony?

Not all witness testimony is equally effective. Witnesses may provide conflicting accounts if
they saw different parts of your car accident or misunderstood the events that led to it. Some
may unintentionally misremember details, particularly if significant time has passed since the
crash occurred.

Additionally, witness bias can also become an issue if a witness has a personal connection with
one of the drivers involved. This makes their statements appear less reliable.

To avoid these challenges, it’s important to speak to an experienced Pittsburgh car accident
attorney who can prepare witnesses thoroughly. A lawyer can help them recall facts clearly and
confidently during depositions or court appearances. Also, witness preparation ensures their
testimony aligns with other evidence, such as police reports and crash reconstructions.

How can dashcam footage strengthen a car accident claim?

Dashcams have become powerful tools in car accident cases, and many witnesses now rely on
them to document the road. Dashcams capture real-time footage that shows exactly what
happened before, during, and after a collision. This footage is especially useful when witness
statements conflict or when no eyewitnesses are available.

Here’s how dashcam footage strengthens car accident claims:

e Captures the moment of impact

e Verifies road conditions and signals

e Provides speed and location data

e Supports or challenges witness accounts
e Streamlines claims and legal disputes

If you believe a witness has dashcam footage that could help your case, start by asking them
directly. Politely request a copy of the video and explain how it could support your claim. If the
witness is reluctant, an attorney can assist by issuing a formal request or court order to obtain
the footage.

Will witnesses be called to testify if my case goes to trial?



Witnesses may be called to testify if your case goes to court. Their testimony can offer
additional context that supplements other evidence, such as dashcam footage or police reports.
Eyewitnesses may describe behaviors they observed before or after the crash that the dashcam
didn’t capture, such as the at-fault driver appearing intoxicated.

However, not all car accident cases require witnesses to testify. Many cases are settled before
reaching court. Your attorney will need to evaluate whether calling witnesses strengthens your
case or if their testimony is unnecessary.

If they do testify, your attorney will prepare them to confidently answer questions and align
their accounts with the rest of your evidence. This ensures that your car accident claim remains
strong.

What other types of evidence does an attorney gather for a car accident case?

In addition to witness statements, an attorney can gather several types of evidence to
strengthen your car accident case. Each form of evidence provides a clearer picture of what
happened. This includes:

e Police reports: Police reports offer an unbiased account of your car accident. They
document important details such as the time, location, and weather conditions, as well
as any citations issued. These reports also often include the officer’s opinion on fault .

e Photographic and video evidence: These may include images of vehicle damage, skid
marks, traffic signs, weather conditions, and the positioning of the cars involved.

e Medical records: Documenting injuries through medical records and diagnostic tests
establishes a link between your car accident and the physical harm you suffered.

e Physical evidence: Tangible items such as damaged vehicle parts, broken glass, or torn
clothing help reconstruct how your car accident unfolded.

Let a Pittsburgh attorney handle your car accident case while you recover

If you’ve been injured in a car accident in Pittsburgh, don’t leave your case in the hands of
insurance adjusters. The Romanow Law Group stands ready to gather the facts that support
your claim and fight for the compensation you deserve. Our experienced attorneys can take on
the insurance company to ensure you receive fair compensation for medical expenses, lost
wages, property damage, and pain and suffering.

We make our legal services affordable by working on a contingency fee basis. This means you
don’t pay unless we reach a successful case outcome. To get started, contact us online or call us
and schedule a free consultation. Let us protect your rights every step of the way.
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