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PENNSYLVANIA ACCIDENT REPORT
HOW TO READ

In the top block, you’ll 
find the name of the 
investigating officer, as 
well as the dispatch time 
and arrival time.

Block 2 will list details 
about the accident, 
including location, the 
number of traffic units 
involved (including 
vehicles and other road 
users) and the number 
of people involved. The 
officer will also list the 
number of injuries and 
fatalities.

On the rest of this page, 
the officer will provide 
additional information 
about the crash location. 
This includes street 
names, landmarks, and 
GPS coordinates. There 
will also be information 
about any traffic control 
measures or lane 
closures. 
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This page is used to 
record information for 
one unit involved in the 
accident. (A unit is a 
vehicle or other road 
user.) The unit type will 
be recorded in Block 10 
at the top of the page.

In Block 11, there will be 
more information about 
the operator of the unit. 
For example, the officer 
will record the driver’s 
name, contact 
information and license 
number. The officer will 
include the result of an 
alcohol test, if one was 
given. There will also be 
information about the 
driver’s physical 
condition – for example, 
whether the driver was 
fatigued or seemed to 
have been drinking or on 
medication.

On the rest of this page, 
the officer will provide 
additional information 
about the crash location. 
This includes street 
names, landmarks, and 
GPS coordinates. There 
will also be information 
about any traffic control 
measures or lane 
closures. 
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In Block 13, the officer 
will note the EMS 
agency and medical 
facility that provided 
treatment if there were 
injuries.

Block 14 provides 
information about each 
person who was 
involved in the accident. 
This includes drivers, 
passengers and 
pedestrians. Their 
names, date of birth and 
contact information will 
be provided. The officer 
will also note whether 
the person was 
transported by 
emergency medical 
services to a hospital. 
Additional information 
will include injury 
severity, seat position, 
safety equipment use, 
and whether a person 
was ejected from or 
trapped in the vehicle.
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In Block 15, the officer 
will describe the crash, 
indicating whether it was 
a rear-end or other type 
of accident, and provide 
information about the 
road and weather 
conditions.

In Blocks 16 and 17, the 
officer will provide a 
sequence of events that 
led to the collision. The 
officer will also note the 
first harmful event as 
well as the most harmful 
event.

Blocks 18 and 19 note 
actions and other factors 
that may have caused 
the crash. These include 
environmental and road 
conditions and vehicle 
failures. The officer will 
also note driver actions, 
such as running a red 
light, tailgating, speeding 
and careless passing or 
lane change.
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In Block 20, the officer 
will include a diagram of 
the crash, noting the 
position of all vehicles 
and the directions they 
were traveling. 

In Block 21, the officer 
will write down the 
names and contact 
information of any 
witnesses. Below, the 
officer will provide a 
narrative of how the 
crash happened. 
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